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Oriental Students in North America 

The July issue of the International 
Review of Missions contains an interesting 
study of oriental students in North America. 
The study of men students is made by 
Charles Dubois Hurrey; that of women 
students, by Margaret E. Burton. 

The immigration of oriental students to 
Western universities in recent years has 
assumed somewhat significant proportions. 
In the colleges and universities of the 
United States and Canada there are now 
enrolled sixteen hundred Chinese students, 
one thousand Japanese, two thousand from 
the Latin-American republics, two hundred 
and fifty from Armenia, one hundred and 
fifty from India, and a total of nearly one 
thousand from European countries, Africa 
and the Philippine Islands. Here we have 
six thousand students, largely picked men 
and women, representing about fifty dif- 
ferent nations. Such a fact must have a 
vital bearing on the spread of Christianity. 
They are to be the commercial, industrial, 
political, educational, moral, and religious 
leaders of the future in their respective 
lands. The period of residence of these 
students varies from two to eight years. 
They are distributed among over five 
hundred different institutions in every part 
of the United States and Canada. A wide 
range of purposes actuate their coming. 
To provide immediate and proper service 
for them the Committee on Friendly Rela- 
tions among Foreign Students has been 
organized. Offices are located in New York, 
and, for the past three years, devoted effort 
has been applied to the working out of the 
serious problems that relate to the welfare 
of these students from other lands. A 
secretary is charged with the responsibility 
of general administration, and Chinese, 



Japanese, and Latin-American secretaries 
are employed to work among the students 
of their own nationality. In all of the 
principal universities committees of Student 
Christian Associations are organized for the 
promotion of Christian friendship among 
students from abroad. There are multi- 
plied means utilized for the realization of 
the objective of these committees, and the 
efficiency with which the work is done is 
surprising. There is published annually 
and distributed without charge to each 
foreign student, to deans of colleges, and to 
diplomatic and consular representatives of 
foreign powers in the States a directory of 
all students from other countries who are 
in the United States and Canada. Further- 
more, each student is presented with a 
leather-bound guide- or handbook of infor- 
mation. An information bureau for Latin- 
American students has been opened recently 
in New York and in New Orleans with 
Spanish-speaking secretaries in charge. 

In the United States alone there are 
today approximately two hundred girls 
from oriental countries who are students in 
schools and colleges. About half of these 
are from China. Most of them are Chris- 
tians, but among them there are Con- 
fucianists, Buddhists, Hindus, and others. 
It is interesting to observe the wide range 
of the work for which they are making 
preparation. It includes almost every line 
of work engaged in by women of any 
country, but the majority are preparing to 
teach the ordinary branches of high-school 
and college work. For more than three 
years now the National Board of the Young 
Women's Christian Association of the 
United States has maintained a close touch 
with these oriental young women students 
by the visits and special service of a travel- 
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ing secretary. Through this means much 
wholesome and helpful sympathy, instruc- 
tion, advice, and assistance have been 
provided. 

New Opportunities in Russia 

An editorial in the Missionary Review 
of the World, August, discusses the new 
opportunities in Russia. At the outset 
attention is called to the fact that the two 
largest democracies, the oldest and the 
youngest, are drawing together. An evi- 
dence of this is seen in the cordial welcome 
that America has given to the Russian 
envoys, as also in the generous reception 
that Russia has given to the American 
envoys. It is insisted, furthermore, that 
these two nations are coming into harmony 
in their purpose and ideals of justice, 
liberty, love, and peace. The improved 
status in Russia is reflected in the fact that 
the spy system has been abolished, Jews 
have been emancipated, and religious liberty 
has been established. "Sectarians" are 
now from under the ban. Those formerly 
exiled for conscience' sake have been 
recalled. It is no longer a criminal offense 
for an evangelical minister to be instru- 
mental in influencing a member of the 
"Orthodox church" to join some other 
church. Evangelistic open-air meetings 
have been conducted already in Nevsky 
Prospect, Petrograd, and these without the 
opposition of priest or police. Special 
permission is no longer required before 
baptism can be administered. From Petro- 
grad a correspondent writes: "Glory be 
to God, Russia is now a free country. The 
chains of bondage are now broken. The 
door for God's work is wide open. Three 
Sundays have been given us for meetings 
free of charge in the City Hall. There is 
much need of prayer." Here is a newly 
opened door among 182,000,000 people. 
The question is raised: What will the 
evangelical Christian church do to enter 
this door? "The American Methodist 



church already has a mission in Petrograd. 
The Disciples are considering entering the 
field. Pastor Fetler, who represents the 
Baptists, has launched (June 27) the 
'Russian Missionary and Educational Soci- 
ety' as an interdenominational mission with 
branches in Petrograd, Moscow, Riga, and 
elsewhere. The plan includes an educa- 
tional center for training the Russian 
evangelists, a Bible and Tract Society, and 
several gospel halls." These are intensely 
religious people. A great field is open for 
evangelical work. The regeneration of 
Russia would be a leavening force for 
Europe and for Asia. 

Test of War on Missions 

The chief feature in the presentation of 
the report of the committee on foreign mis- 
sions at the Dallas Assembly (Presbyterian) , 
so says the Continent, was the address of the 
secretary, Doctor Halsey. The question 
he set himself to answer was: "Has the 
cause of foreign missions stood the test of 
war?" His answer was a cumulative suc- 
cession of instances demonstrating how in 
present times of crisis the missionaries of 
the church are everywhere "thinking inter- 
nationally," and how the converts of mis- 
sions in many lands are living up to a 
standard of faith and works shaming the 
consecration of the church at home. Parti- 
cular comment was made on the influence 
of Christian missionaries in China which 
prompted that nation to repudiate and in ten 
years' time extinguish the growth and impor- 
tation of opium. This he pronounced "the 
greatest piece of social service ever accom- 
plished by any nation on the globe." 
Missionaries in the Kamerun have waged 
a long and patient fight against intoxicants. 
At last everywhere in the colony are posted 
signs: "No liquor for natives is to be sold, 
given, or exchanged." Nearly $2,000,000 
of relief money donated by Syrians in 
the United States has been distributed to 
their relatives in Syria by Presbyterian 
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missionaries. In Mexico all parties of war- 
ring Mexicans have refrained from disturbing 
Presbyterian schools, churches, and hos- 
pitals. Not a dollar's worth of the board's 
property has been destroyed. The Elat 
church in Africa, in spite of war surging all 



around it, celebrated a recent communion 
with 21,000 persons in attendance, and with 
17,000 joining the church on confession. 
This native church itself last year paid 
$3,000 of the $3,100, its total operating 
expenses. 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 



Week-Day Religious Instruction 

There have been encouraging develop- 
ments recently in the correlation of Bible- 
study with the work of the public schools. 
There is in the August issue of Religious 
Education a very satisfactory survey of this 
progress. First, attention is called to the 
fact that churches are putting biblical 
instruction more and more on a pedagogical 
basis. That there is a growing interest in 
the work of religious education is shown by 
the many new organizations that are 
appearing for the better training of religious 
teachers. Such organizations now operate 
in New York City among the Catholics 
and the Jews. Also the Episcopal Diocese 
in that city, in the interest of advanced 
study in the field of religious education, has 
in operation a society called the "Fellow- 
ship for Religious Education." "Com- 
munity or city institutes or schools of 
religion and night schools for teacher train- 
ing are being organized so rapidly that no 
definite estimate of their number is now 
available." Supplementary to Sunday 
schools and complementary to public 
schools, many parochial, private, week-day, 
and vacation schools are now maintained- 
Week-day religious instruction is being 
offered in various churches throughout the 
country. For example, in New York City 
many Protestant churches provide such 
instruction, while Jewish centers have about 
fifty thousand in attendance, and Roman 
Catholic centers approximately eight 
thousand. 

There has been exceptionally great 
progress in the high-school plan for Bible- 



study credit. Since 1010 this plan has 
operated successfully at the State Teachers 
College at Greeley, Colorado; since 191 2, 
in the high schools of North Dakota; since 
1914, in Colorado. In 1915 and 1916 it was 
introduced in many central and western 
states and is now in operation in some of 
the schools in a majority of the states. 
Among these states are: Alabama, Cali- 
fornia, Colorado, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, 
Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Mississippi, Mis- 
souri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, Oregon, Texas, Virginia, Wash- 
ington, West Virginia, Wisconsin. The 
plan pursued varies in different states, but 
in the whole range and effort of its applica- 
tion, it seeks to do the work which the 
public schools cannot do and to round out 
and complete the life-curriculum for young 
people. The ultimate success of this move- 
ment has its prophecy in the present encour- 
agement and recognition which are extended 
to it by the public schools themselves. 

The Next Annual Convention of the 
Religious Education Association 

The fifteenth convention of this organi- 
zation is to be held in Atlantic City, approxi- 
mately March 12-14, 1918. The program 
has not yet been perfected, but an outline 
of a proposed program has been published 
in order to invite suggestions and criticisms. 
The special theme is "Organizing the 
Community," and the dominant idea in 
mind is the establishment and co-ordination 
of a comprehensive program of religious 
education in a community. The proposed 
program is as follows: 



